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THE CIRCULAR, 
Is published on Tuesday, Thursday and Satur- 
day, of every week, at 43 Willow Place, (near the 
South Ferry, Atlantic-st.,) Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Texms—Free, to those who choose to receive free- 
ly: Taree Dollars per annum to those who prefer 
tu pay. 

Specimen numbers may be ordered by those whe 
wise tv vecome acquainted withthe paper ; and if 
any choose to take it temporarily, it will be sent 
to them for any period which they may designate, 
and will be stopped at the expiration of such pe- 
riod, unless ordered further. 

iddress “THE CIRCULAR, Brooklyn, N.Y.” 

Any subscriber can discontinue his paper at any 
time, either by notifying his Postmaster, or by 
sending back a paper having his name and resi- 
dence on it, with the simple order—** Discontinue.” 








Editorial Notice. 

As the sentiments, objects, and terms of the Circular, are un- 
wsual, we appropriate our first columns to such information 
sbout it, as may be needed by those who think of subscribing 
for it. We employ no agents to solicit subscriptions, and our 
friends are cautioned against urging any to take the paper. Our 
rule is, uot to send it to any one on the application of a third per- 
son, except in special cases where we know tlic applicant, and are 
sure he is fully authorized. Our wish and request is, that every 
persvn proposing to subseribe fur the Circular, should read the 
entire contents of these first advertising columns aud judge for 
himself, without relying on any other representations, wheth- 
@ the paper is what he wants. 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


OF THE CIRCULAR, 


RELIGION AND SOCIALISM; 
The Religion of the Bible,-- 
The Socialism of the Primitive Church. 


LEADING TOPICS. 
SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 


of the Gospel. 

‘* ‘nou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. VD. /Y or ‘immediately after’ the Destruction 
of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible record 
and che apostolic age. 

** Verily Lsay unto you, There be some standing 
here Wuicu shall not taste vi death, till they see the 
Sou of unan coming in his kingdom.’ (Matt. 16: 28.) 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 

ed in che heavenly Jerusalem by Christ and his 

fomtowers 150U years ago, and now being extend- 
ed vo chis world und tHaues, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 

** Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on cartu 
AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 
MIRACLES, A PERPETUAL AGEN- 

cy at che call of faith; in opposition to the in- 

fidel maxim that ‘the Age of Miracles is past.’ 

** Verily, verily, l say unto you, He that believeth 
on me, tue works that 1 do suall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do; because I go 
unto my Father.”--John 14; 12. 
COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 

of the tLoly Spirit—the Social Urder of Heaven. 

** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.”—Jesus 
Christ. 

DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 

‘* He will swallow up Deata in Vicrory.” Isaiah. 


GENERAL PLATFORM 

OF PRINCIPLES AND MEASURES. 

Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world andin Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 














The reader will find further information about 
the Religion and Socialism of The Circular in the 
ensuing Advertisements of Publications, and of the 
Associated Communities at Oneida, Newark, &c. 





PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


BIBLE COMMUNISM; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 ets. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Contents of Bible Communism. 


PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 

Location of the Oneida Association. Number of 

members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 

ligious views. Form of government. Religious 
exercises. System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 

bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 

ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 

Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 

N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 

Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 

tion of morality and prosperity. 

PART IL—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuaprrer I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarrer II. Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer I]. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer 1V. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarrer V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuavrer VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, &c. 

Cuarrer VIL. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART IL.—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 
ConstiTuTIONAL CuRiIs- 


Criticism oF CHRISTENDOM. 
Pavuw’s Views 


Tianiry. THE Bisie on MarriaGe. 
or MarriaGe. Law or AbULTERY. 
APPENDIX TO PART IIl.—CotLoquy on 


RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 


Mar- 





The Berean; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: an octavo volume of 500 pages.— 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &c.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. Al] 
who wish to understand Biste Coumunism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of sucecess—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 





The Circular; Complete Files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 


The Perfectionist; (Bound;) Vols. 1, 2, 
and 3: and Tne Wiryess, Vol. 2. Price 
$1,00 per Volume. 





Salvation from Sin, Explained and Defen- 
ded. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6 1-4 ets. 


Annual Reports, (Second and Third,) of the 


Onerpa Association. Price 12 1-2 ets. 








Postage. 
POSTAGE OF THE CIRCULAR, (Prepaid)-- 
Within this State, Out of the State, 

10 cts. per quarter, or | 19 1-2 cts per quarter, or 
39 cts. a year. 78 cts. a year. 

ja lf not paid in advance, double the above 
rates is charged. 
POSTAGE OF BOOKS-- 

Bible Communism, 3 cts. prepaid. 

The Berean, 28 cts, prepaid, or 42 cts. not prepaid. 

Je Persons ordering the above books, and wish- 
ing to prepay the postage, can enclese to us the 
amount in government stamps. 





Wanted for the Circular. 


Well written articles on ail subjects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 
Experience ; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports of 
News, &c, &c, By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value—making it an 
occasion of improvement both ways, in giving and 
receiving. Let it be a Communiry Parer—an or- 
ganof the true-hearted every where--growing up 
in power and edification, with their growth in 
God 





ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
at 

Newark, N. J. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Wallingford, Ct. 
Putney, Vt. Cambridge, Vt. 


HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS. 


Oneida, N. Y. 


BUSINESS CARDS OF THE COMMUNITIES. 


‘iw ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND 
for sale, the following productions of their 
Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz : 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 
Consisting of— 


APPLES, the most approved varieties. 
PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs.) 


CHERRIES, 
PLUMS, Choice varieties. 
PEACHES, 

Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, &c., &c. 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 
Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large 
Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 
GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 

Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwneat Four, in 
sacks—-Inpian Meat, Freep, &ce. 


RUSTIC FURNITURE, 
Consisting of Rustic Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 

STEEL TRAPS, 
Of various sizes and descriptions. 


7a3- Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 
dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 
promptly attended to. 

Oneida, N. Y., 1854. 

HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 
munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 

Tueir Mitt has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 

BAKER & HALL, Millers. 


Putney, Vt., 1854. 











Community Machine-Shop. 





~ 


W. R. INSLEE & CO., 
MACHINISTS, 


Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 





wee 





W. R.I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for copper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes, &c. &c. ; and are prepared to execute orders for ma, 
chinery generally. 


WM. R. INSLEE. ABRAM C. SMITH. 





Community Press. 


III 


THE ‘CIRCULAR’ PRINTING OFFICE, 
NO. 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the Cor. of State-st. 


The undersigned, having recently added to their 
establishment new Presses, and an assortment of 
new Job Type, are. prepared to print Cards, La- 
bels, Circulars, Hand-Bills, Bill-Heads, and plain 
and fancy work generally, with neatness and dis- 
patch. 

I Office No. 43 Willow Place, near State-street, 
(between Columbia and Hicks streets.) 

8. R. LEONARD & CO. 


What Ought to be Done. 


1. Religion is, by right, the highest teacher of 
mankind, and ought to use the most commanding 
instrumentality. 

2. The press is, at this day, the most command- 
ing instrumentality of instruction. Therefore reli- 
gior ought to lay out its strength not in the pulpit 
but on the press. 

8. Journalism is the superior function of the 
press—more effective than book-making, because 
more continuous and universalin itsoperation. Re- 
ligion ought, therefore, to take the lead in Jour- 
nalism. 

4. The Daily Press is the highest form of Jour- 
nalism—-as much more effective than the weekly 
press, as the latter is more effective than book-mak- 
ing, and for thesame reason. Religion ought there- 
fore to ascend from the pulpit tothe sanctum of the 
Daily Press. 

5. Believing that what ought to be done can be 
done, the publishers and friends of The Circular, 
in the name of the Christian religion, have pur- 
posed and are preparing to institute a Daily Reli- 
gious Press. 





Central Business Agency, ; 


Grorce Cragin, General Agent for the Associated 
Communities, offers his services to others who may 
have business in New-York, which they are willing 
tointrust tohim. His acquaintance in the city, and 
the experience and facilities of business which he 
has acquired by his agency for the Communities, gn 

ables him to buy and sell Goods, Produce, Land 
Warrants, &c., &c., safely and advantageously. Ad- 
dress ‘Grorer Craain, Box No. 6, Brooklyn, N. Y.’ 


Practical Communism--A Plan for 
Employers. 
Natural, and Practicable Immediately 


for all sorts of Business, and in the midst 
of Society as i is. 





This plan is founded on the simple proposition, te 
substitute the family relation for the system ef 
hiring. As the opposers of slavery say to the 
slave-master, ‘Emancipate your negroes, and car- 
ry on your business by paying them wages,’ so it is 
now said to the hireling master, ‘ Stop hiring, and 
carry on your business by taking your workmen 
into your.family.’ In other words, let every dis- 
tinct form of business which employs and supporte 
a number of workmen, be the gathering-point of a 
family sufficient to man the business, and carry on 
all its domestic affairs without hiring. Let the em- 
ployer, whatever his line of business, rive with his 
men, and make them interested rarryers instead of 
holding them Dy the mere bond cf wages, and sup- 
porting tlieir families scattered abroad. 

The material advantages of this business conden- 
sation, would be in part as follows : 

1. Opportunity of acquaintance, and constant con- 
sultation between the workmen. 

2. Enthusiasm, induced by aggregation and en- 
tire community of interests. 

8. Saving of time and labor in traveling to and 
fro, and the care of domestic affairs. 

4. Relief from complicated accounts and arbitrary 
money payments. 

The educational and religious advantages of thie 
plan would be manifold and complete. 

1. Every important business would be the gath- 
ering point of an extensive FAMILY. 

2. That family, embracing of course persons quali- 
fied to instruct, and having constant opportunity 
for meeting and mutual help would become a scuoot. 

3. That school, rising into the knowledge of God, 
and having the best possible facilities for mutual 
criticism and religious culture, would become @ 
cuurcn. Thus business would become a truly sa- 
cred institution—the very platform of the worship 
of God. The four great interests of mankind—busi- 
ness, family affection, education, and religion— 
would join hands and dwell together wherever hu- 


man beings have a home. 
Re a ee 








Sir John Franklin. 

Chambers’ Journal, in its monthly chapter on Sci- 
ence and Art says: 

‘“ A store-ship is being fitted in readiness to 
accompany the Pieniz steamer to Wellington 
Channel, so that our aretic explorers may not 
want for food on their return-voyage, for they 
are all to be recalled. The Admiralty now 
believes that enough has been done in the 
search for Sir Jobn Franklin, and on the last 
day of the present month, the gallant veteran’s 
name will be struck off the er and s0, 
whatever may be the flattery of conjecture, we 
must regard him as a hero dead upon the field 
where he won most of his renown. The Ameri- 
cans, on their part, are more hopeful; they 
consider that the missing party have not been 
looked for, where they were most likely to be 
found ; and Dr. Kane, whose book on the Grin- 
nell Expedition is the best ever written about 
the polar regions and their marvellous phenome- 
na, has pushed well up to the north on the west- 
ern coast of Greenland, from whence, in the 
coming spring, he will start with a boat-party, 
cross the pole, if possible, and look for the 
Erebus and Terror among the islands which lie 
off Behring’s Strait. Who would not wish 
such success to such an enterprise ? 

From the same source as the above, we extract the 
following : 
Alphabetic Conference, 

“ Chevalier Bunsen, the Prussian minister, 
has given another token of the interest he 
takes in the cause of literature, by inviting dis- 
tinguished Savans— Lepsius, Herschel, Owen, 
&e.—to what has been called an ‘alphabetic 
conference,’ the purpose being to discuss 
whether ‘a uniform system of expressing for- 





eign alphabets by Roman characters could be 

















230 





THE CIRCULAR. 








STAT, 











devised and agreed on. Looking at the way 
in which we are connected with India, China, 
and other countries ; at commercial enterprise, 
and missionary exertion with races of so many 
different languages, may we not, as His Excel- 
lency said, ‘ hope to fix on the alphabet which 
will be the basis of civilization and of literature 
for tribes growing into nations under the be- 
nign influence of Christianity?’ Such a task, 
interesting alike to the moral philosopher, the 
ethnologist, and philologist, is one every way 
worthy their endeavours. 





Frarernization.—The following is a scene in the 
transit of the English soldiers through France, on 
their way to Turkey: 

Great enthusiasm was manifested at Malta 
between the English and French troops there 
assembled. Being the first time that the sol- 
diers of the two nations have ever stood to- 
gether in frieudship, they vied with each other 
in tokens of cordiality. Even the musicians 
had fraternized, the bands of the English per- 
forming the air of ‘ Partant pour la Syrie,’ and 
the French playiug ‘God save the Queen.’— 
N. Y. Tribune. 





The Third City in the Union. 

The Brooklyn Consolidation bill has passed 
the Legislature, and will take full effect on the 
first Monday in January next. The leading 
provisions are, the incorporation into one gov- 
ernment of the present Cities of Brooklyn and 
Williamsburgh, and the town of Bushwick, the 
whole to be known as ‘ The City of Brooklyn.’ 
The new city will extend from Newtown Creek, 


including Green Point, to the boundaries of | 


Brooklyn below Greenwood Cemetery, a dis- 
tance in a direct line of about seven miles, and 
nearly ten miles following the low water ling. 
The breadth is very irregular, being at the 
widest nearly six miles, but averaging perhaps 
not more than three anda half. The combined 
City is divided into eighteen wards, each one 
to form a township in Kings County. The 
officers are to be chosen at the next general 
election. They are, two Aldermen for each 
ward, one to go out in one year and thereafter 
one each year; a Mayor, chosen for two years; 
‘ontroller, Strect Commisioner, Treasurer and 
Commisioner of Repairs and Supplies, for three 
years each. The details of the Government 
are fashioned, with some improvements, after 
those of New-York. The present population 
of the new City is probably in the neighborhood 
of 200,000, and is rapidly increasing, making 
it undoubtedly the third city in the Union.— 
The next step will be annexation to New-York, 
of which it is now quite as much a component 
part as Westminster is of London; and then 
New-York will soon be the largest city in the 
world.— Tribune. 





Steam-Washing. 

At the St. Nicholas Hotel, N. Y. isa magnifi- 
eent laundry, in which the washing and drying 
are regularly performed within the space of about 
half an hour. One man and three women can 
wash from 3000 to 5000 pieces daily ; the 
usual average. The main portion of the ap- 

aratus is a strong wooden cylinder, four feet 
in diameter, rotated by a steam-engine. The 
shaft of the cylinder is a hollow pipe, through 
which hot water, cold water, or steam can be 
introduced. The cylinder being half filled 
with water, a door is opened, 400 or 500 arti- 
eles of clothing are thrown in, soap and an al- 
kaline liquid are added, the door is closed, and 
the steam-engine whirls the cylinder with its 
eontents rapidly round and round. The alka- 
line liquid is selected so as to bleach the fabric 
as well as to remove the dirt. Steam is ad- 
mitted during the revolution, and is so man- 
aged that it must pass through the clothing in 
its way to the place of exit. Fifteen or twen- 
ty minutes suffice to wash the clothes. The 
steam is cut off, the heated water is drawn out 
and cold water is introduced to rinse the clothes. 
The articles are takea out, wet and clinging to- 
gether, and are put into a centrifugal drying- 
machine. Such machines are now very exten- 
sively employed in numerous manufacturing pro- 
cesses ; they consist of a sort of perforated 

- eylinder,, in which the moist or wetted articles 
are placed; the rotation of the cylinder ata 
high velocity drives out all the moisture, which 
escapes through the perforations in the form of 
drops of water. Some such machines are made 
to rotate with the immense velocity of 3000 
turns ina mioute. The laundry attendants, 
then devote about five minutes to the drying 
of the washed linen in the centrifugal machine. 
With a praiseworthy caution, which ladies will 
doubtless appreciate all such articles as tadies’ 
eaps and laces are put up iu netting-bags, in or- 
der that they may undergo the washing process 
without injury from rubbing or friction. The 
linen is, of course, not absolutely dried by this 
rapid whirlabout motion ; all the moisture that 
ean be driven off is made to leave it; but the 
articles are then hung for a short time on air- 





ing-frames, and placed in a hot closet, where 
the final drying is effected. The ironers have 
all possible aid to facilitate and expedite their 
labors; but we have not yet heard that a shirt 
can actually be ironed by machinery: this is a 
feat which perhaps Young America is destined 
to accomplish one day or other.—Chambcrs’ 
Journal. 








Co Correspondents. 


4. W.—The letter you speak of failed to reach us; possibly 
through some fault in the Post Office, but not unlikely through 
a mistake in the manner of directing it. Correspondentsshould 
write carefully and plainly, ‘Th« Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. ;’ 
and their letters so addressed will come safe. 

In reply to your question, ‘Upon what terms members are 
admitted to the Community,’ we would say it is difficult to 
specify any exact terms that would be applicable in all cases ; 
thorough acquaintance and attraction and confidence of the par- 
ties, is the most comprehensive condition that we can think of. 
It is at least an essential preliminary to union with the Com- 
munity. The progress of such an acquaintance would involve 
of course the question of religious unity, and an inquiry on the 
part of the applicant into the published views and experience 
of the school; it would lead to personal openness, and to frank 
introduction of himself into the school of criticism ; it would 
manifest itself in a general interest and coéperation in the 
great objects of the Community, particularly in corresponding 
with and otherwise promoting the affairs of the Press. A true 
course of acquaintance of this kind, commencing with a con- 
fession of Christ, and proceeding to a providential mapnifesta- 
tion of God’s will in the outward arrangement of circumstances, 
is the most direct course that we can now point out for those 
who are inquiring their way to the Community. 














BROOKLYN, APRIL 18, 1854. 
The Pharisean War, 
(CONCLUDED.) 

In the fifteenth of Matthew, we have an ac- 
count of a sharp encounter of Christ with the 
Pharisees on the subject of tradition, in which 
they complained that his disciples transgressed 
the tradition of the elders in neglecting to wash 
their hands; and he charged them with trans- 
gressing the commandment of God by their tra- 
dition, in respect to honoring parents. After con- 
founding them by this retort, and rebuking them 
as outrageous hypocrites, he turned from them tv 
the multitude and said :— 

“ Hear, and understand: not that which goeth 
into the mouth defileth a man; but that which 
cometh out of the mouth, this defileth a man. 
Then came his disciples, and said unto him 
Knowest thou that the Pharisees were offende 
after they heard this saying? But he answered 
and said, Every plant, which my heavenly Father 
hath not planted, shall be rooted up. Let them 
alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And 
if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into 
the ditch.” Matt 15: 10—14. 

In the sixteenth chapter we find the Pharisees 
with the Sadducees again asking Christ to show 
them a sign: and he, denouncing them as hypo- 
crites and ‘a wicked and adulterous generation,’ 
gave them only the sign of Jonas the prophet, as 
before. 

After this he said to his disciples in a way that 
made a deep impression on them, ‘ Beware of the 
leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees,’— 
And from this time forth he evidently perceived 
that the deadly crisis of the enmity which he had 
aroused by his righteous deeds and stern rebukes, 
was at hand; for ‘he began to show his disciples 
how that he must go unto Jerusalem, and suf- 
fer many things of the elders and chief priests 
and scribes.’ 

The nineteenth chapter reports the attempt of 
the Pharisees to draw from Christ declarations 
on the subject of marriage and divorce, which 
might be used against him. 

In the twenty-first chapter we perceive that the 
plot thickens, and the catastrophe which Christ 
foresaw is evidently near. His triumphant regal 
entrance into Jerusalem, and his majestic clearing 
of the temple, stirred up a desperate wrath in the 
Pharisees : 

“ When the chief priests and scribes saw the 
wonderful things that he did, and the children 
crying in the temple, and saying, Hosanna to the 
Son of David; they were sore displeased, and 
said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? 
And Jesus saith unto them, Yea: have ye never 
read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings 
thou hast perfected praise? And he left them, 
and went out of the city into Bethany, and he 
lodged there.” Matt 21: 15—17. 

The next day he returned to the city, and took 
his place in the temple again as teacher. The 
chief priests and elders asked him by what au- 
thority he acted. He put back to them a question 


about the authority of John the Baptist, which 
they dared not answer; and thus escaping their 
demand, he turned upon them with a volley of 
parables, exposing their false professions, showing 
that the publicans and harlots were better than 
they, and foreshadowing the consummation of 





their iniquity in his death and their ultimate de- 


struction. At the close of this discourse the 
evangelist says: 

“When the chief priests and Pharisees had 
heard his parables, they perceived that he spake 
of them. But when they sought to lay hands on 
him, they feared the multitude, because they took 
him for a prophet.”—Matt 21: 45, 46. 

In the twenty-second chapter Christ continues 
to hurl his parables at the Pharisees, and they 
‘take counsel how they might entangle hin in his 
talk.’ First they sent the Herodians to ensnare 
him by questions about the lawfulness of paying 
tribute to Cesar. He disposed of them so 
shrewdly that ‘they marvelled, and left him and 
went their way.’ Then came the Sadducees with 
their puzzle about marriage in the resurrection, 
and he stopped their mouths. And now at last 
comes the conclusion of the war of words, which 
we may as well give in full as it is reported by 
the evangelist : 

“When the Pharisees had heard that he had put 
the Sadducees to silence, they were gathered to- 
gether. Then one of them which was a lawyer, 
asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, 
Master, which is the great commandment in the 
law? Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like 
unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. 
On these two commandments hang all the law and 
the prophets. 

While the Pharisees were gathered together, 
Jesus asked them, saying, What think ye of 
Christ ? whose son is he? They say unto him, 
The son of David. He saith unto them, How 
then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, 
The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my 
right hand, till I make thine enemies thy foot- 
stool? If David then call him Lord, how is he 
his son? And no man was able to answer him 
a word, neither durst any man from that day 
forth, ask him any more questions.”—Matt 22: 
34—46. 

Here was the end of debate. Thenceforth the 
Pharisees abandoned talk, and betook them- 
selves to projects of murder. But Christ, after 
thus silencing their guns, gave them at part- 
ing, one more tremendous volley. The twenty- 
third chapter is his summing up of his plea 
against them. Its severity is without a parallel 
in the Bible or out of it. We may apply to it 
David’s sublime description of God descending to 
judgment: ‘The Lord thundered in the heavens, 
and the Highest gave his voice; hailstones and 
coals of fire! Yea he sent out his arrows and 
scattered them, and he shot out his lightnings 
and discomfited them.’ Six times he introduces 
the different counts of his indictment with the 
address—' Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites ;’ twice he calls them ‘blind guides ;’ 
twice he addresses them as ‘fools and blind,’ and 
finally he says to them,— ‘Ye serpents, ye gener- 
ation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation 
of hell!’ 

If we consider that this terrible invective was 
poured on the Pharisees after they had been silenc- 
ed, and were treasuring up their wrath, and that 
it was addressed to the multitudes in open day, 
at Jerusalem and in the temple, it will not seem 
strange that a bloody catastrophe followed.— 
The Pharisees routed and overwhelmed in the 
battle of spirits and of words, had nothing left 
that they could do but to attack his body and put 
him out of the way. 

They assembled at the palace of the high priest, 
and laid their plans for taking him and putting 
him to death. The twenty-sixth chapter reports 
how they bargained with Judas for his betray- 
al; how they sent out their hirelings and cap- 
tured him in Gethsemane ; how they sought false 
witness against him; how they drew from hima 
confession that he was the Son of God, and then 
rent their clothes, calling it blasphemy, and ad- 
judged him worthy of death; how they spit in 


rhis face, and buffeted him, and smote him with 


the palms of their hands. This was their real re- 
ply to his onset in the twenty-third chapter.— 
They eased themselves of their pent-up wrath by 
mad pranks of insult and cruelty, like the orgies 
of the Indians around their victims. 

It should be noticed that this first game of 
spitting and abuse was a sort of private pow-wow 
of the Pharisecs, held in the night at the high 
priest's palace. The next day the Roman soldiers 
had another game of the same kind, which is 
sometimes confounded with this, but was really 
quite distinct from it, (Compare Matt. 26: 67, 
with Matt. 27: 30.) 

The end of the story may be given in few 
words. These same Pharisees, with whom we 
have seen Christ wrestling from the beginning, 
and whom he had finally roused to frantic mad- 
ness by his unsparing criticisms, delivered him to 
Pilate, forced through his condemnation and pro- 





cured his crucifixion. They reviled him on the 





cross, and when he was dead and buried, they set 
a watch and a seal upon his tomb. The angel of 
God broke their seal and prostrated their watch- 
men; and Christ arose as he had again and again 
foretold them by the sign of Jonas, which he 
gave them, and as they feared. But their self- 
will held out to the end; and in Matthew’s record 
they are last seen hiring their watchmen to 
circulate the sclf-stultifying lie, that the disci- 
ples stole the body of Christ while the guards 
slept ! 

Tosum up the story of the war we have sketch- 
ed :—In the field of argument, after long struggling, 
Christ silenced the Pharisees, and overwhelmed 
them with confusion. They then betook them- 
selves to physical force, and replied to his spiritual 
thunder by murdering his body. On this second 
field he still overcame them by his resurrection. 
The subsequent open victory of the day of Pen- 
tecost, the capture of Paul, the great foreman of 
the Pharisees, and the final ruin of their hierarchy 
at the destruction of Jerusalem, attested the re- 
ality of his conquest. We may be sure that the 
principality of hypocritical religion, represented 
by the Pharisees, was pierced and destroyed 
in that personal warfare of Christ which is re- 
corded by the Evangelists. He did not labor in 
vain; wemay therefore say with certainty, what- 
ever other forms of diabolism may be yet in the 
field, Pharisaism is dead. 





Prayer in the Spirit. 

A spirit of prayer is God’s best gift to his chil- 
dren; for itis the channel through whichwe are en- 
abled to draw near to him, and by which he has 
promised to come near to us.— Draw nigh to 
God, and he will draw nigh to you.” James 4: 8. 
He invites all to come to him as children to a kind 
father. And though we may feel our unworthiness 
to approach so pure and holy a being; yet with 
Jesus for our mediator, who was tempted in all 
points like as we are, and who ‘ever liveth tomake 
intercession for us,’ we may come ‘boldly to the 
throne of grace,’ and there ‘ find grace to help in 
time of need.” We may feel that we know 
not what to pray for as we ought, and so fear to 
approach him, lest we should ask amiss. “But for 
this too we find a remedy in the words of Paul.— 
“The Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought: 
but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us 
with groanings which cannot be uttered.” Rom. 
8: 26. And this Holy Spirit, Christ said, God 
was more ready to give to those that asked him, 
than earthly parents are to give gifts to their chil- 
dren. 

So then prayer for the Spirit—the Spirit of 
truth—is always acceptable to God; and with 
this Spirit abiding in us, and our perfect abandon- 
ment to it, we shall find Christ’s promise verified, 
‘Ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done 
unto you ;’? and shall know that we are praying 
according to the will of God. 


Bible Study. 


The Communes report that they find the Bible 
Game a source of much pleasure and edification. 
From one, a member writes: “ We find the Bible 
Game a very pleasant exercise for an hour in the 
evening. It isan excellent way to familiarize 
our minds with thg different subjects of a book in 
their order and connection.” Another journalist 
says: “Last night we had a ‘tallyman’ as well as 
reader, and the guesses were about half right.” 
A third says: “It is refreshing to study the Bible 
with the children: we that are older catch their 
bright memories, and they catch sobriety and 
understanding from us.” 

Our circle here began with opening the Testa- 
ment and guessing the books in which the verse 
that was read occurred. After two or three turns 
at this, we took the book of Matthew and guessed 
the chapters. This we practiced several eve- 
nings with study between; and most of us have 
now the chapters well identified and known by 
some name, as the Apostles’ chapter, (the tenth.) 
the Transfiguration chapter, (the seventeenth, ) 
the Woe chapter, (the twenty-third,) &c. The 
name of the Wit chapter has been given to the 
twenty-second, as it is that in which Christ par- 
ries the questions of the Pharisees so ingeniously 
and finally stops their mouths with his own. 

The opportunity and attraction which we have 
in Association to make the Bible our daily study, 
and so to have constantly before our minds and 
imaging itself upon our characters, the beauties of 
that book, is an inestimable blessing. It is 
thought improving to study works of art, and to 
be surrounded by forms of beauty, because the 
impressions we receive from our constant associa- 
tions tend to harmonize us with themselves.— 
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Ilow much more may we hope to improve by 
daily intimacy with the beautiful characters and 
ideas of the Bible. The young artist will study 
one design—the chef d’euvre of some old master 
—for weeks and years, and think himself well re- 
compensed if he can thus imbibe the spirit of its 
conception. The descriptions of character in the 
Bible furnish the heart with sources of exhaust- 
less beauty, by which to improve its tastes; and 
we should rather receive impressions from admi- 
ring contemplation of Moses or David, than to be 
surrounded with all the world could offer of the 
beautiful in art. 

A Bible ce pM makes a prayerful atmos- 
phere; and in this we live. It is the element of 
our daily business, as well as evening meetings.— 
We have constant reason to be reminded that Bi- 
ble Communism has inherited the spirit of the re- 
vival dispensation, which made religion the first 
thing—which made the Bible an every-day book, 
and carried prayer and exhortation into the week. 
By our social arrangements we have the means of 
holding an endless ‘ protracted meeting,’ and keep- 
ing up that continuous impression which the New 
Measurites found so essential to raise the spiritual 
tone of the churches to a revival pitch. 





Change--no Change. 

‘Know ye not that your bodies are temples of 
the Holy Ghost?’ Those who apprehend this, or 
are seeking to apprehend it, will make but little 
account of outward circumstances. Let our bod- 
1es be where they will, the most essential circum- 
stance to which they can be related is always the 
same. They are the temples of the Holy Ghost 
wherever they are ; and this inside fact the more 
we live in it, makes all outward circumstances the 
same to us. We carry our happiness with us 
when we change vur place—we do not leave it 
where we depart from, or find it where, we come— 
it is in us. 





The Hope of Benevolence. 

Persons coming in the freshness of country life 
into the cily, frequently find their sympathies un- 
comfortably excited by the wretched appearance 
of the poor little beggar boys and girls who 
throng the streets, and are constantly calling at 
the doors. They find ere long, however, that 
mourning over the vondition of this lowly class, 
only tends to becloud and weaken their own spir- 
its without helping the sufferers. The only cure 
for this evil, as well as every other that mankind 
are subject to, is to seek to overcome and pray 
for the death of selfishness, and for the spread of 
the spirit of Communism in the world. We thank 
God that this spirit, like a grain of mustard seed, 
is planted in the world and is germinating, and 
look forward with joyful hearts to the time when 
it will flourish a great tree, so that the fowls of 
the air, (God’s chosen poor,) may lodge in the 
branches of it. 





A Handy Instrument. 

Of all the mechanical tools to which the hand 
may be compared, or which the hand combines, 
or rather of which the hand was the original, we 
have just thought of one that never occurred to us 
before, and that isa rake. It was suggested by 
seeing a man gather the half-burnt coal (anthra- 
cite) out of a pan of ashes with his two hands, 
bending his fingers to make the teeth, and using 
his arms for the handle. The hand deserves the 
first patent for a rake and for a sieve. 





Crystal Palace Prospects. 

Barnum in his way is almost as much of a ma- 
gician as the Genii-architect of Aladdin’s palace. 
He has not it is true erected a palatial structure 
in a single mght, asthe old story goes, but he 
has, in the course of a few weeks, saved the 
Crystal Palace from almost certain bankruptcy, 
and under his care its prospects for the future 
were never more flattering than at the present. 
Two letters in the papers of yesterday, one from 
Barnum and one from the new board of directors, 
give an outline of their means and prospects for 
supporting and continuing the exhibition. The 
injunction which has lately been issued against 
the Association has been withdrawn; the sum 
hecessary to remove its debt of $100,000 has been 
subscribed; and the exhibition was closed on 
Saturday last, to be opened again on the 4th of 
May, with a new inauguration, anda fresh col- 
lection of articles on exhibition. $200 are offered 
for two odes appropriate to the occasion. Ar- 
rangements are made with the European States 
for the importation of a great variety of their 
wares and manufactures; and every facility and 
inducement is offered to exhibitors in this coun- 
try. It is intended to establish the exhibition as 
& permanent institution. 
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Doings in Congress. 
The Gadsden Treaty, (i. e. a treaty negotiated 
by Mr. Gadsden with Santa Anna, by which this 
country was to pay the latter several millions of 
dollars and take in return a large slice of Mexico, ) 
was defeated in the Senate yesterday, by a vote 
of 27 to 18 against its ratification. 

Senator Shields presented a petition from 
15,000 spiritualists, praying for a scientific inves- 
tigation of the spiritual phenomena, common in 
this country. The presentation of this memorial 
was accompanied by a curious speech by the Sen- 
ator, in which, though deprecating the prevalence 
of what he terms a ‘delusion, he rehearses a 
long list of transcendental phenomena, reaching 
back into rgmote ages, and winding up with the 
conclusion that the present developments are ‘ the 
latest and slowest phase of spiritual manifesta- 
tion.’ 





Four days later from Europe--Arrival of the 
Arctic. 


The steamer Arctic arrived on Sunday last, with 
European dates up to April 5th. The Russian 
loss of 2000 men near Turtukai is confirmed ; as 
also the crossing of the Danube by 50,000 Rus- 
sian troops, and the occupation by them of the 
Turkish district of Dobrudja. A telegraphic dis- 
patch from Berlin announces that the Czar has 
sent a letter to the King of Prussia with a propo- 
sal to the effect that when the Western Powers 
procure the emancipation of the Christians in 
Turkey by treaty, he will be willing to evacuate 
the Principalities at the same time that the com- 
bined fleet leaves the Black Sea. Such a propo- 
sition, even if authentic, would hardly be listened 
to by the Western Powers, at this late hour, 
subsequent to their united declaration of war. 
Russian subjects have been ordered to leaye Con- 
stantinople. 

The insurrection in Greece, instead of being ex- 
tinguished, as was formerly reported, seems likely 
to assume the character of a national war. The 
King and Queen of Greece are suspected of sym- 
pathizing with the insurgents; and already the 
Turkish minister at Athens has returned to Con- 
stantinople. 

The fleet in the Black Sea remains stationary 
with the exception of a few steamers, occasional- 
ly sent out to reconnoitre, or to transport Turk- 
ish troops and provisions. The Baltic fleet has 
anchored near the island of Moue. It has been 
considerably augmented, and numbers twenty-two 
ships, with 1,252 guns and 12,500 men. The 
Russian fleet in the Baltic is supposed to be yet 
frozen in the ice—one division having been seen 
in that condition by an English surveying steamer. 

Chinese Item, 


At the monthly meeting of the Committee of 
the American Tract Society held yesterday in 
New-York, (reported in the Tribune,) a letter 
was read from the Secretary of an English For- 
eign Missionary Society, stating that ‘ the chief 
of the Chinese Revolution, employs 400 printers, 
who are now occupied in issuing portions of 
Gutzlaff’s translation of the Old Testament.’ 





About Health and Diet. 

When the angel announced to Zacharias the 
birth of John the Baptist, he said of him that he 
should drink neither wine nor strong drink, but 
be filled with the Holy Ghost from his mother’s 
womb ; and that he should be great in the sight 
of the Lord, &c. The inference from this is, that 
the stimulus of wine and strong drink would not 
be necessary to one that was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. Now I suppose that tea and coffee must 
be classed among the forms of strong drink: we 
all know their stimulating properties, and what 
inspiration has come to us in the free use of them. 
But their fascination is broken. If I am to judge 
of the other Communes by the quiet and still 
way, the little suffering or complaint, with which 
the change from tea and coffee to water has been’ 
made at our table, it is to say the least, marvellous. 
I can only ascribe it to the confession of Christ 
which has been made at our meals for the year 
past, and to the grace we ‘have received to make 
the taking of our food an ordinance of union with 
Christ. We are finding that habit is no- 
thing, after all, when the time is come for God 
to work. The same power of the Spirit will go 
through our whole diet, and every perversion, 
every thing sensual and earthly will be purged 
out; every thing will be removed that hinders 
the influx of the Spirit, and with that will come 
resurrection-life and power. What gratitude and 
praises are due to God that we are made to know 
the value and lhfe-giving power of the ‘confession 
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How will the pleasure seeking world yet ‘struggle | 
with the martyr for his stake,’ to obtain it, 

I am persuaded that in proportion as we are | 
able to discern the Lord’s body in every thing, 
we shall eat less of gross food, and at the same 
time derive more life and nourishment from what 
we do eat. When Moses came down from the 
mountain, the skin of his face shone. He had 
been there forty days and forty nights with the 
Lord, and did neither eat bread, nor drink water, 
yet there was no appearance of famishing. 

I feel my faith confirmed and strengthened, and 
a renewed desire to know God in the Spirit, and | 
to walk in the Spirit. We may safely expect 
great things, as the spirit of Christ gets possess- 
ion of us. P.N. 

Putney. —- 

My experience in respect to health has been | 
very encouraging to my faith. For several years | 
previous to my joining the Community, my health 
was quite poor, and I was finally led to place my- | 
self under medical treatment, from which, how- | 
ever, I received no benefit. One day, as I was | 
preparing to take some of the medicine of which 
I had a large quantity on hand, I had a clear in- 
stinct to throw it all away, much to the surprise 
of my parents, as I was not a believer in Christ, 
though they were. Immediately upon taking 
this step, my health began rapidly to improve.— 
I took no more medicine but found much _ benefit 
in determinately refusing to give attention to the 
spirit of disease. Subsequently I accompanied 
my parents to Oneida, feeling assured that if I 
could come into sympathy with the faith that 
reigned there, my health would be perfectly re- 
stored ; and by the confession of Christ and faith 
in his almighty power, which is the only medicine 
used there, I found myself not only in the enjoy- 
ment of health of body, but peace of mind, and now 
have the assurance that I am called to be the heir 
of his complete salvation. My heart swells with 
gratitude to God for the great gift of salvation 


through his Son. S. Ss. H. 
Brooklyn. _ 
In a conversation on the subject of health a few 


days ago, a member of the family stated that the 
Community here had been almost entirely free 
from sickness since its commencement, (1851,)— 
no person having been confined to the house for 
two days in succession. At the same time, there 
has been an abundance of sickness around us.— 
Such exemptions from the taxes of disease and 
death as the Community has enjoyed is certainly 
extraordinary, if not miraculous. We know not 
how to account for it unless it be the result and re- 
ward of that faith which recognizes Christ as a 


faithful physician of the body as wellas of the soul. 
Wallingford, April, 1854. w. 


The School of the Spirit. 
Ilome-Talk by J. H. N. 

As believers, we find ourselves in a 
school, in which the Spirit of Truth is mas- 
ter. We are getting an education, under 
the instruction of the Spirit of Truth em- 
anating from Christ. In order to come 
into this school, it is necessary that we 
clear ourselves of the law. We cannot 
serve two masters, or go to school to two 
instructors. ‘ The law was our school- 
master to bring us to Christ ;’ but hav- 
ing brought us there, Christ himself took 
charge of us. 

While passing from the legal to the 
spiritual school, the first position we as- 
sume, is that of Paul, ‘All things are 
lawful. We no longer refer to the law 
as our guide, but to Christ. That ina 
great measure is the purpose of our dis- 
cipline ; and in a sense, one of the great- 
est lessons we have learned, that ‘ all 
things are lawful.’ We have passed from 
uuder the law, into the school of Christ. 

But Paul’s doctrine is something more 
than that ‘ all things are lawful;’ he adds, 
‘all things are not expedient” He re- 
peats the idea twice afterwards, and with 
such specific variations as to furnish his 
own definition of what he means in the 
last part. Thus: ‘All things are lawfal, 
but all things edify not.’ ‘ All things 
are lawful, but I will not be brought un- 
der the power of any.’ So then he would 
say that what edifies not, or whatever 











of Christ ;’ to have his spirit and enjoy his favor. 





‘selves for the new. 





Having then parted from our first in- 
structor, the law, and come under the in- 


struction of the Spirit of Truth ; that 
which the new master has in view, and 


which we, as good scholars, should have 
in view, is the learning of the second part 
of the lesson. We must not count it 


learned, when we have only affirmed in 
our hearts that all ‘ things are lawful.’-— 


That is only the introductory, negative 
part—the operation by which we set 
aside the old master, and prepare our- 
To stop at this 
negative step, and not proceed to the 
positive relations and advantages of the 
transfer, would be a great miscalculation. 
That which is yet before us to learn is, 
what things are expedient—what edify 
us,—what things bring us into bondage, 
and what do not. This is a great depart- 
ment ; and the intent of all discipline 
and precept—of the ‘ line upon line, here 
a little and there a little,’ that is offered 
to believers, is to teach them that part 
of the lesson, It is teaching them to 
distinguish hetween good and evil—be- 
tween the things that edify and those 
that do not. Now there is much that 
is severe and trying in learning this les- 
son under the direction of the Spirit of 
Truth—much of suffering and labor in 
the school of the Spirit; and if there are 
those who pass out from under the law 
merely because they hate the labor and 
distress of the law school—those who are 
not seeking improvement, but selfish ease, 
they will find the school of the Spirit 
not very luxurious—not so much easier 
than the law school as they imagined. 

It is a nice operation to look through 
the particulars of life and see what 
things edify and what do not; and our 
master will not let us pass until we have 
learned it. The Spirit of Truth is in its 
way willful, persevering, stubborn; it never 
gives up. If you have put yourselves in 
its hands, it will hold on and suffer you 
to be tried and tormented, until you learn 
what is expedient and what is not. It 
will hold us till we have worked out all 
the problems that come up, and find out 
what is right and expedient for all our 
tastes and pasions. It will hold on to 
us till we are brought into a position 
where we shall freely choose what is edi- 
fying to us, and refuse what is not. So 
the school of the Spirit is not a call to 
feather-bed ease at present, but rather 
a call to severe and chastening exercise 
of the passions and affections. 

But I wish to offer my voice and in- 
fluence to reconcile the school to the 
Spirit of Truth as a most desirable in- 
structor. I am unwilling that any should 
have the idea that the Spirit of Truth is 
a hard master, austere, unreasonable, un- 
charitable, cruel. It is essential to tho 
interests of the school that we should 
have a right appreciation of the character 
of the Spirit of Truth, and yield ourselves 
to it, with joy and hope, and not with 
fear. I propose to show, in two or three 

rays, how that the Spirit of Truth is a 
good master. 

In the first place, I believe, and shall 
use my influence to make others believe, 
that it is not an enemy of pleasure; but 
on the contrary that it is the best, truest, 
and only friend of real pleasure. It is gen- 
erally assumed to be the friend of our in- 
terior nature and to all the pleasures of 
the inner man. No one will deny that: 





brings us into bondage, is not expedient. 





but probably many have retained an idea 
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from the churches that it isan enemy to 
the body, and opposed to the pleasures of 
the senses. Now the body is a great 
part of us. The senses are busy agents, 
constantly at work in us, and must affect 
the whole character. And if the Spirit 
of Truth is considered an enemy to the 
pleasures of the senses, then it will cer- 
tainly be unpopular with us. The inner 
man will have to gird himself for continu- 
al war; and the school will be constantly 
liable to be disturbed by mobs. The 
rowdies and outsiders of the physical man, 


will be constantly annoying the master. |, 


This ison the supposition that the 
Spirit of Truth is opposed to the interests 
of our bodies. But such an idea is the 

furthest possible from the truth. It 
‘is the selfish spirit that the world is 
;full. of, that isa deadly enemy to our 
bodies and the pleasures of the senses; 

Christ is their true friend. It is not 
necessary to follow out the details of all 
that Christ proposes in order to show 
that he is the friend of our bodies. It is 
sufficient that he offers to save the body 
FROM DEATH;,which no other system of 
religion or irreligion in the world ever of- 
fered or thought of On the contrary 
they consign it to death; for they con- 
tinually run it into excesses, which natu- 
rally end in disease and death. On the 
other hand, Christ throws off the power 
of despair, and offers us the redemption 
of our various passions; thus putting us 
in the way of obtaining the resurrection. 

Examine closely its operation. It pro- 
poses to deepen and perfect all enjoyment. 
An ineidenj, will perhaps illustrate this 
idea. When Mr; HU. first came to the 
Association he evinced an excellent taste 
for music—a capability of fine playing on 
the violin. He could play a few tunes, 
by instinct, as it were, and amuse himself 
and others very well, and that was the 
whole of it. I said to him, If l were you 
I would stop playing for the mere sport 
of the matter. You evidently have pow- 
ers and talents undeveloped. It wou 1 be 

well for you to study the science of, yau- 
sic ; and from a common violin player, 
grow into a true artist, able to fathom, i's 
hights and depths, and play anythin, 
In ameasure he followed that advice ; 
with what results many of ns know... - Now 

I would ask if by this advice, I am not 
a true friend te his taste for music—to 
his sense of pleasure in that. thing ? 
Which spirit is doing the best for him ; 
the one that would be satisfied ‘with his 
playing a little, for amusement, or the one 
which would urge him to a thorough ac- 
quaintance with the principles of the art, 
and to make adeep and serious thing of it? 
The answer is not doubtful ; and such is 
precisely the change that the Spirit of 
Trath comes to make in every pleasure 
that we have. He does not’ propose to 
take the violin away, but instead! of allow- 
ing us to amuse and abuse ourselves with 
it, is teaching us to go ipto the depths of 
it. He asks us to be temperate in ithe use 
and enjoyment of our present little exter- 
nal knowledge, but wants us to cultivate 
and develop our powers. J ask again, 

which spirit is the truest friend to the 
pleasures ot the senses ? 

There is another idea that is calculated | 
to deeply impress our minds with appreci- 
ation of the Spirit of Truth as our mas- 
ter ; and that is, that it is the intent and 
sure result of his labors, to keep us from 


perfectly free, and make it easy for 
us to do right. We are all conscious 
of wishing to be free. We desire to be 
free from the necessity of going through 
a long calculation about our actions. We 
want to be free as birds. It is a distress 
to us when a thing is to be done or not 
done, to have to stop and study, to run 
about and hunt up our reason, and make 
it sit down and judge for us. The world 
may preach and argue forever, about rea- 
son; but a true nature wants to act at 
once—free, quick, and certain. Women 
especially, hate to be put to the trouble 
of laborious reasoning upon action. Men 
hate it bad enough, women worse, and 
children worst of all. Yet we must be- 
come little children. The Spirit of Truth 
proposes to make us perfectly rational, and 
yet make us act like little children. This 
seems paradoxical ; but the statement 
is perfectly true, and can be explained. 
That which is working i in our natures, is 
not merely abstract truth, but the Sprrir 
of Truth—a living thing. Let that spir- 
it get possession of you, and it will pro- 
duce a true instinct in you. It will pro- 
duce a true instinct in your alimentive- 
ness, amativeness, and every passion of 
your nature. Just as fast as that gains 
possession of you, it gains a power to ex- 
press itself, and your life becomes spon- 
taneous, As you. become subject to it, 
your actions will be free and impulsive as 
a child’s and yet you will be perfectly ra- 
tional, and perfectly in harmony with the 
living power that has possession of you. 
So we will not imagine that the Spirit 
of Truth is leading us into a dull process 
of reasoning, and compelling us to look 
at the pros and cons of subjects on every 
side. The churches lead us there. The 
Spirit of Truth leads in another direction. 
It leads us where we shall find God, and 
be simple and unconscioys as the birds. 
Experience shows that this has already 
been done in us to some extent, and it 
can be perfected in us. _The Spirit of 
Truth will not make us wooden charac- 
ters—it will not make us so rational that 
there will be no snap tous. It is a spirit 
then, that ought to be popular with us 
since it can be demonstrated to be a sure 
and true friend to our. bodies, as well as 
our souls, and one that will lead us into 
perfect freedom. 

There is one step further. This school 
of: the spirit is a good school in re- 
spect to social influences which it brings 
to bear upon us. The Spirit of Truth is 
not only aliving, but a contagious thing. 
Love, joy, peace-—these are the fruits of 
the Spirit, and every one of these fruits 
is catching. As sure as the Spirit of 
Truth is in a man, that man becomes a 
center of contagion, and is throwing 
it out all around him. The contagion of 
evil is great, but the Spirit of Truth is 
more. contagious than the spirit of the 
devil. Joy and peace are more easily 
communicated than -jealousy and evil 
thinking. The devi] is not almighty, 
but God is ; and the social spirit, if it is 
a source of temptation on the one hand, 
shall be a channel for good on the other. 
‘They that feared the Lord spake often 
one to another, and the Lord hearkened 
and heard it.’ They that fear the Lord 
will speak often one to another, till heay- 
en’s fire blazes up to the firmament. 

We may then let it be established in 
our hearts that the Spirit of Truth is a 
friend to pleasure—that it tends to make 
us the possessors of true freedom, and 
that it is continually availing itself of 
all the passions and tastes of oyr nature 
to prevail against evil. We may take it 
home to our hearts that the course before 
us in the school of the Spirit is easy and 
pleasant—a “down-hill course, and one 
that is perfectly satisfactory to us as in- 
telligent lovers of pleasure. We should 
let hope expand, give free play to the 
buoyancy of childhood, believe the best 








being brought into bondage—to make us 


a plain way that is cast up for us, and it 
will grow easier and easier, and we shall 
go home with songs and everlasting joy. 





Two Kinds of Evidence. 

Every one, who is truly seeking to 
know Christ and the heavenly way, finds 
he has a great variety of experiences ; 
to-day he sees every thing through a 
clear medium, every thing is good and he 
is happy. But on the morrow he per- 
haps finds every thing reversed, he is in 
distress and weakness—and even doubts 
the reality of his previous good experi- 
ence. The secret of it lies in the kind 
of evidence which is presented to his 
mind and thus influences his spiritual 
condition. The natural man always rea- 
sons from his own earthly stand-point, 
from his own limited perceptions of 
things, arising from his finite nature ; he 
tests every thing by his senses and expe- 
riences, and he constantly finds himself 
in doubt, uncertainty and misery. 


His salvation begins when, after hav- 

ing stumbled and lost his way in striving 
to guard his steps by his reason’s dim 
candle, he is willing to take the testimo- 
ny of another, of Christ concerning him- 
self and his relations, and to ignore his 
own perceptions of things irrespective of 
the consequences. He is saved by ad- 
mitting a new witness upon the stand, 
and by deciding according to his testimo- 
ny. Salvation-is a question of evidence, 
that is, who is the best witness when 
our happiness is in question, God or our- 
selves ? 
Yet after we have fully and decidedly 
said that God is the best witness, and 
that in ali conflicts between his word and 
our views of things, we will take his de- 
cision, we do at times find ourselves vacil- 
lating, now hearkening to his evidences 
and then to our own ; and find ourselves 
happy or miserable accordingly. Especial- 
ly is this disloyalty to our better convic- 
tions manifested in the attacks of evil, 
which take the form of bodily suffering. 
At such times the devil gets our atten- 
tion centered upon ourselves and we take 
our own views as the truth, forgetting 
that to those who love God every thing 
worketh for good ; and we do not get 
any relief until our ear is turned by crit- 
icism or otherwise, from the impeached 
testimony of ourselves to God’s unim- 
peached word. The secret of good ex- 
perience is in believing that God is a bet- 
ter witness in all cases then ourselves, 
and in saying at all times that we will 
abide by his word. A, B, 





The History of Fear. 

“ There is no fear in love ; but perfect love cast- 
eth out fear, because fear hath torment. He that 
feareth is not made perfect in love.” 1 John 4: 48. 
If we glance back at the history of fear 
we shall find that it came in immediately 
after the first act of disobedience. It 
manifested itself toward God in shrink- 
ing from his presence, and,seeking to 
hide amid the trees of the garden. It 
appeared again in sundering Adam and 
Eve from each other ; and then followed 
fear and distrust between man and all 
the lower création. 

The apostle truly says that ‘ fear hath 
torment. It reverses the true relation we 
hold to God—as children of a kind and 
loving father, and substitutes the cringing, 
servile spirit of an alien from his family. 
We can see in the lives of the Old 


in partially breaking through this barrier 
of fear. He was able to draw many he- 
roic souls in the Jewish nation into inti- 
mate and loving relations to himself. 
Enoch who ‘ walked with God’—Abraham 
who was ‘ the friend of God’—Moses, Da- 
vid, and many others are bright examples 
for us to contemplate. They reached 
the highest point of love and freedom 
toward God that was possible before 
Christ came. But we are told by Paul, 
and it is evident from their history, that 
‘they were not perfect.’ ‘ The way into 
the holiest was not yet opened.’ The 
great Tyrant who held the world in bon- 
dage to fear was not overcome, Death 
reigned over all from Adam to Christ, 


But in the cross of Christ there was an 
exhibition of ‘perfect love’ in human 
nature. This offering of Christ once for 
ali gave boldness of access to God. ‘ Ab- 
ba, Father,’ was the natural language of 
the heart in which Christ was received, 
The cross of Christ which perfected ove, 
was the destruction of the devil and of 
all his machinery of fear, by which he 
kept mankind separate from God and 
each other. 

The Primitive church were the first 
who were made partakers of this victory. 
They were taught to glory in the cross of 
Christ, because it made an end of sin and 
death, and all they had to fear; and it 
also broke down the partition between 
Jew and Greek, male and female, and 
made all one. Charity or love was exalt- 
ed as the crowning grace—the climax of 
all experience—which reinstated man in 
the fearless communion with God that 
was enjoyed in Eden. 

It was near the harvest ot the Primi- 
tive church, that John brought out the 
doctrine of the text above quoted. The 
wisdom of his life and experience seem 
condensed in this saying. It precisely 
describes the filial relation, the love and 
confidence with which the heart of a child 
reposes in his Father. Reverence is very 
consistent with such love, but fear is not. 
Criticism and chastisement serve to per- 


fect love, and cast out fear. . A. M. 
Oneida Commune. 


A Machinist’s Comparison, 

It is customary in fitting up nice machinery, 
such as lathes, planing machines, &c., to grind 
the running parts together, (i. e. the journals 
or bearings, and the parts that fit into each 
other,’ by putting on flour of emery, (a powder 
for polishing metals and other hard substances, ) 
or pulverized oilstone, well lubricated with oil, 
and applying a quick motion to the shaft or 
spindle, whatever it may be, which cuts away 
the most minute obstruction, toa greater nicety 
than can be effected in any other manner. 





This process requires the closest attention 
on the part of the workman, as in case he 
should allow the parts to get dry from want of 
oil, or by having too much emery, they will 
‘cut up,’ i. e. chafe and abrade each other.— 
But when properly conducted it produces a 
smooth polish, and in this way, we obtain what 
we calla ‘ nice fit.’ 

So in our spiritual experience. In adapt- 
ing ourselves to Community life, each finds 
himself designed for some particular place ; 
he is made to fit that place, and no other. In 
being fitted to our places so as to work har- 
moniously together, we have to be ‘ ground’ 


together with criticism and love. Criticism is 
the emery, and love is the oil. In this pro- 
cess we can all help each other. When we 


get on too much criticism, then we must pour 
on the oil of love. Thus when we do come 
to a final finish, we shall move together without 
a jar. “Me at 








is before us, that it isnot a hard but 


Testament worthies that God succeeded 


Newark, April 14, 1854, 
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